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Editors Section  

Welcome to the first issue of the Newsletter for 2014 and 
to Professor Dan, the new ISCP President. We would also 
like to welcome the following new Governors: Tatjana 
Potpara (Serbia) and Henry Krum (Australia). Antoni 
Martinez-Rubio (Spain) and Yoseph Rozenman (Israel) 
have been co-opted as Directors for 2014 to help the 
Board with the running of the ISCP. 

For those who have forgotten to renew their membership 
2014 fees must be paid by the 15

th
 of March in order to 

retain full Membership entitlements including access to 

ISCP resources and a 25% reduction on registration fees 

to attend the annual ISCP scientific congress. 

If you are attending the World Congress of Cardiology in 
Australia in May 2014 visit the ISCP booth and attend the 
official ISCP-WHF session on How to best monitor drug 
efficacy. The ISCP session is on Tuesday 6

th
 of May. 

There is an ISCP session at the ESC Congress 2014 in 
Barcelona on Tuesday 2

nd
 of September. The title of the 

session is Anticoagulants and antiplatelets - new 
perspectives. An ISCP booth will be available and the ISCP 
General Assembly will be held during the ESC Congress. 

The 19
th

 Annual Scientific Meeting of the ISCP will be held 
in Adelaide on 26

th
 & 28

th
 of November. Information on 

abstract submissions will be available soon. Early Bird 
registration rates are available to those who register 
before 1

st
 of September and a discounted rate is available 

for students.  

If you have any news or information on upcoming 
conferences or meetings that you would like included in 
the next Newsletter (June 2014) please forward the 
information to me at lisa.demos@monash.edu by the 23

rd
 

of May, 2014. 

Editors: John McNeil & Lisa Demos  

President’s Section 
  

 
 

This is my first contribution to the President’s Section 
since becoming President in January. In the first place I 
would emphasise that my aim will be to maintain and 
nurture the principles and thinking, which for the past 
three years, have been those of our Past-President, 
Professor Juan Carlos Kaski, and which I have shared while 
working with him on ISCP matters for several years.  My 
task is both easy and difficult. It is easy because ISCP has 
developed gradually, with the last few years being 
especially stable, and the difficulty will be to support and 
promote this stability. The basic structure of the ISCP has 
been improved and gives us a framework within which to 
continue to develop and strengthen the Society.  I must 
emphasize that, as a result of the hard work of the Past-
President Juan Carlos Kaski, who was helped by Jay Cohn 
and the invaluable and generous assistance and advice of 
Marianne Burle de Figueiredo, ISCP now has coherent 
statutes which allow functional management and better 
transparency. Furthermore, ISCP has a new organizational 
structure based on specific responsibilities and tasks. The 
Executive Committee overlooks all matters and ensures 
continuous development. It is composed of the President, 

the Past President, the President-Elect, the Secretary and 
the Treasurer. The latter, Augusto Gallino, is in charge of 
finances and fund-raising. The secretary, Dennis Cokkinos 
is responsible for public relations. His work of facilitating 
collaboration with other international professional 
societies such as the French Society of Cardiology resulted 
in a joint-symposium with an excellent scientific content 
during the XXIIIème Journées Européennes de la Société 
Française de Cardiologie (Paris 2013). The symposium had 
an audience of more than 120 attendees. Among the 
responsibilities of the Board of Directors is the 
coordination of the Governors’ activities, the organization 
of international and regional meetings, and the 
coordination of the ISCP’s website. There has been 
ongoing development of the website over the last year. 
The various sections are maintained and regularly updated 
and more than 20000 visitors have been attracted to the 
site. This is important as it has permitted the achievement 
of the main goal of the ISCP which is to be a promoter of 
cardiovascular pharmacotherapy education as well as that 
of being an important provider of expert opinion on 
cardiovascular pharmacotherapy issues. Furthermore ISCP 
has continued its relationship with relevant journals. The 
contract with “Cardiovascular Drugs and Therapy”, 
published by Springer, has been renewed with the 
potential for a more efficient collaboration and 
representation for ISCP. The Cardiovascular Therapy Book 
Series edited by Springer and coordinated by Juan Carlos 
Kaski is another very important ISCP achievement- the 
four volumes already published have utilised the expertise 
of ISCP members and have increased ISCP’s visibility. The 
regionalisation of ISCP’s activity is another important goal. 

http://www.world-heart-federation.org/congress-and-events/world-congress-of-cardiology-scientific-sessions-2014/
http://www.escardio.org/congresses/esc-2014/Pages/welcome.aspx?hit=adwords&gclid=CNn0_KrX9LoCFQHlpAodQDYA8g
http://www.iscp2014.com/
mailto:lisa.demos@monash.edu


We have a Governors’ Council representing 40 countries 
with new Governors recently appointed from Serbia, 
Poland and Australia. There are continuous efforts to 
enlarge the national representations for all countries. The 
Governors’ Council represents an important driving force 
for the Society and the commitment of Governors to 
ISCP’s activities is not only consistent with the statutes of 
the Society but is essential for the presence of the ISCP at 
national events and for the presence of national 
representatives in ISCP’s global activities. The symposia 
endorsed by ISCP and organized by MICOM in different 
European countries (Germany, Czech Republic, UK, 
France) were successful and well organised and increased 
the international profile of ISCP. The ISCP Scientific 
Meeting in 2014 will take place in Adelaide in conjunction 
with Australian cardiovascular societies and will reflect the 
guiding principle of ISCP’s Annual Scientific Meetings.  
ISCP activities would not be so coherent without the 

continuous dedication and loyalty of the Administration 
Officer Begoña Lugg and the perseverance of the 
NewsLetter editor, Lisa Demos. There are so many things 
to do and I am very confident in the support of all ISCP 
members. A very important goal is to ensure a permanent 
administrative office and long-term financial 
independence. Last but not the least, I cannot conclude 
without a special word of thanks to the Past-President 
Juan Carlos Kaski, not only for his important role in ISCP, 
but also for his unobtrusive and unconditional support 
and for his constant friendship which helps me to fulfil the 
honourable task that I have in this mandate. 

 
 

Best wishes 
Gheorghe-Andrei Dan, MD, PhD, FESC, FAHA 

 
 

The ISCP Annual Scientific Meeting - State of the Heart Congress 

For the first time the 19th Annual Scientific Meeting of the International Society of Cardiovascular Pharmacotherapy will be 
held in conjunction with the annual scientific meetings of the Australian Atherosclerosis Society (AAS), the High Blood Pressure 
Research Council of Australia (HBPRCA), and the Australian Vascular Biology Society (AVBS), in conjunction with the 
Cardiovascular Special Interest Group of the Australasian Society of Clinical and Experimental Pharmacologists and 
Toxicologists (ASCEPT CV-SIG). 

This combined meeting which is being held in Adelaide, Australia will provide a truly unique opportunity for scientific exchange 
on current topics in cardiovascular pharmacotherapy and actively promote interaction between delegates and faculty 
members.    

A key note lecture will be given by Professor Brian Schmidt, Nobel Laureate in Physics (2011). Information regarding the 
meeting – including the preliminary programme, registration and abstract submission, is available online: www.iscp2014.com  

Please note that the deadline for early bird registration is the 1st of September 2014. Further information including the 
abstract submission deadline should be released in the next couple of weeks. 

 

  

New Governors and Councillors 

Tatjana Potpara MD, PhD, FESC is a cardiologist at the Cardiology Clinic, Clinical Center of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia (a tertiary 
center for patients from all parts of the country) and an assistant professor at the Faculty of Medicine, University of Belgrade, 
Serbia. She is head of the Intensive Arrhythmia Care Ward and her clinical practice is dedicated mostly to the heart rhythm 
disorders, as well as the full range of cardiovascular medicine. She is involved in teaching at undergraduate and postgraduate 
levels, and her research activities are mainly directed towards cardiac rhythm disorders, particularly atrial fibrillation.      

Henry Krum, MBBS, FRACP, PhD is Chair of Medical Therapeutics, Professor of Medicine and Director of the Monash Centre of 
Cardiovascular Research and Education in Therapeutics, Department of Epidemiology & Preventive Medicine and Department 
of Medicine at Monash University in Melbourne. Henry is a recognised leader in cardiovascular therapeutics, particularly in the 
area of novel cardiovascular drug therapies. Henry’s research team is developing new pharmaceutical treatments for heart 
conditions, looking at how nerve function in the kidney may affect the heart, and investigating potential stem cell therapies. 
They are also evaluating whether diseases such as diabetes alter the efficiency of existing therapies and they have patented 
several experimental heart treatments. He is Editor-in-Chief, Associate Editor and/or Editorial Board member of many 
international cardiovascular therapeutics journals and former President of the Asian Pacific Society of Heart Failure.  Henry has 
been Chairman and Executive Committee member of numerous international clinical trials. Henry’s breakthrough in the 
treatment of resistant hypertension using non-drug intervention, sympathetic denervation was recently featured in The 
Lancet. 

The new Councillors for Poland include Karolina Wojtczak-Soska MD; Sebastian Sobczak MD; Katarzyna Mitrega MD; Jaroslaw 
Zalewski MD; Maria Referowska MD. 

http://www.iscp2014.com/


News from ISCP Members 

Web Pages 

The Trialist Section on the ISCP web page is now prepared by Dr Alberto Lorenzatti (ISCP Governor, Argentina). He replaces 
Prof Felipe Martinez who took the Chair as ISCP Vice President. 

The ASPREE Clinical Trial 

Australia’s largest clinical trial is on track to reveal in 2018 whether the elderly should take aspirin for primary prevention of 
cardiovascular disease, dementia and certain cancers. ASPREE (ASPirin in Reducing Events in the Elderly), a randomised, 
double-blinded placebo controlled trial of 19,000 older people, is approaching 90% of its recruitment target in Australia and 
the US.   

Led by Monash University and the Berman Centre for Outcomes and Clinical Research, the trial uses a composite endpoint of 
extended years free from physical and cognitive disability to determine the benefit/risks ratio of taking 100 mg of daily aspirin. 

Additional results in 2018 will be from ancillary studies that investigate the effect of aspirin on: age-related macular 
degeneration, cancer, osteoporosis, osteoarthritis, infection, sleep apnoea, age-related hearing loss and microvascular changes 
in the brain. 

Of note is Australia’s first Healthy Ageing Biobank, which is close to storing blood and urine samples from the 10,000th ASPREE 
participant.  A recent grant from the National Cancer Institute in the US has facilitated the collection of a three year follow up 
sample from participants.  Each banked specimen is matched with a comprehensive set of clinical data to help researchers 
identify predictors of disease or even good health. 

ASPREE is primarily conducted through general practice in southeast Australia. Recruitment closes in 2014 with clinical 
research continuing until 2017.   

The trial is coordinated in Australia by Monash University, Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine. 

www.aspree.org  @aspree_aus. 

Current Cardiovascular Therapy Series 

 

Four volumes from the Current Cardiovascular Therapy Series published by Springer are now available: 
Antiplatelet and Anticoagulation Therapy editors A. Ferro, D.A. Garcia, Pharmacological Treatment of 
Acute Coronary Syndromes editors P. Avanzas, P Clemmensen, Cardiac Drugs in Pregnancy editors K. 
Sliwa, J. Anthony and the latest volume Atrial Fibrillation Therapy editors G.-A. Dan, A. Bayés de Luna, 
J. Camm. Please note the books are available at a discounted rate for ISCP members. 

There are more volumes in preparation. Forthcoming titles include: ACEI and ARBs in Management of 
Hypertension and Heart Failure editor Pasquale Perrone Filardi, Pharmacotherapy in Aortic Disease 
editors Arturo Evangelista and Christoph A. Nienaber, Pharmacological Treatment of Chronic Stable 
Angina Pectoris editor Pablo Avanzas and Juan Carlos Kaski and Pharmacologic Trends of Heart Failure 
editors Hector O. Ventura and Ileana L. Piña. 

The Cardiovascular Drugs and Therapy (CDT) Journal -official journal of ISCP 

CDT includes peer-reviewed articles on basic pharmacology, clinical pharmacotherapy, clinical trials, 
pharmacoeconomics and pharmaco-epidemiology of novel and established therapeutic agents in a wide 
range of cardiovascular disease areas. The journal has an impact factor of 3.6.  

CDT issue 28.1 (February 2014) has been published and is available online.  

 

 
 

 

News from World Heart Federation (WHF) 

Champion Advocates Programme - Champion Advocates Programme drew a large crowd in Washington, DC to highlight the 
pressing need to cut premature mortality from cardiovascular disease by at least 25% by 2025. To register with the 
Programme, to find out more and access essential CVD information and resources, and to receive our regular newsletter visit 
www.championadvocates.org. 

World Heart Day: 29
th

 of September 2014: This year represents a shift from previous efforts from a focus on raising awareness 
around CVD risk factors and calling for individuals to protect their heart health to launching a global movement to harness the 
power of individuals not only to protect their own heart health and instigate change at a community and societal level.  

World Heart Federation has moved offices to: Rue de Malatrex 32, Geneve 1201, Switzerland 

The World Congress of Cardiology (WCC) which will be organized by the World Heart Federation and co-hosted by the 
National Heart Foundation of Australia and the Cardiac Society of Australia and New Zealand will be taking place in Melbourne, 

http://www.aspree.org/
http://www.springer.com/series/10472
http://www.springer.com/medicine/cardiology/book/978-1-4471-4296-6
http://www.springer.com/medicine/cardiology/book/978-1-4471-5423-5
http://www.springer.com/medicine/cardiology/book/978-1-4471-5423-5
http://www.springer.com/medicine/cardiology/book/978-1-4471-5471-6?otherVersion=978-1-4471-5472-3
http://www.springer.com/medicine/cardiology/book/978-1-4471-5474-7
http://link.springer.com/journal/10557
http://www.championadvocates.org/
http://www.championadvocates.org/
http://www.world-heart-federation.org/congress-and-events/world-congress-of-cardiology-scientific-sessions-2014/


Australia from the 4
th

 to 7
th

 of May 2014. The full scientific programme is available online.  The programme reflects the WCC 
2014 tagline, “At the heart of global health” with several side-events including the first Global CVD Prevention Roadmap 
Summit, and a broad range of topics in health promotion and health advocacy, as well as on clinical science basic science and 
the latest developments in cardiology. The congress includes the 4th International Conference on Women, Heart Disease and 
Stroke, on Sunday 4

th
 of May 2014 in Melbourne as a pre-congress session. Expert speakers include Sidney Smith, Salim Yusuf, 

Elliott Antman, Srinath Reddy, Mariell Jessup and Huo Yong.  

The WCC program also includes an official ISCP co-sponsored session titled- How to best monitor drug efficacy. Presentations 
include: 

 Biomarkers are useful - Juan Carlos Kaski (United Kingdom) 

 Role of regulatory agencies- Angeles Alonso Garcia (Spain) 

 Clinical research - hidden issues- Gheorghe-Andrei Dan (Romania) 

 The role of clinical registries in monitoring drug safety and efficacy- Christopher Reid (Australia) 

 

ESC/ISCP Joint Session -Barcelona 2nd of September 2014 
Preliminary Program 
Debate Session:            Anticoagulants and antiplatelets - new perspectives 
Chairpersons:      AF Gallino (Bellinzona, CH), F Martinez (Cordoba, AR) 
 
14:00 04.01 Pre-treatment with P2Y12 inhibitors in acute coronary syndrome. PRO. 

  S James (Uppsala, SE)  

14:15 04.01 Pre-treatment with P2Y12 inhibitors in acute coronary syndrome. CONTRA. 

  G Montalescot (Paris, FR)  

14:30 05.15 Pre-treatment with P2Y12 inhibitors in acute coronary syndrome. REBUTTAL PRO. 

  S James (Uppsala, SE)  

14:35 05.15 Pre-treatment with P2Y12 inhibitors in acute coronary syndrome. REBUTTAL CONTRA. 

  G Montalescot (Paris, FR)  

14:40 05.15 Pre-treatment with P2Y12 inhibitors in acute coronary syndrome. CONCLUSION. 

14:45 04.01 New anticoagulants in atrial fibrillation - are they better than warfarin? PRO. 

  T Martinez Rubio (Barcelona, SP) 

15:00 01.06 New anticoagulants in atrial fibrillation - are they better than warfarin? CONTRA. 

  G-A Dan (Bucharest, RO)  

15:15 05.15 New anticoagulants in atrial fibrillation - are they better than warfarin? REBUTTAL PRO. 

  T Martinez Rubio (Barcelona, SP) 

15:20 05.15 New anticoagulants in atrial fibrillation - are they better than warfarin? REBUTTAL CONTRA. 

  G-A Dan (Bucharest, RO)  

15:25 05.15 New anticoagulants in atrial fibrillation - are they better than warfarin? CONCLUSION. 

Upcoming Meetings, Courses & Workshops 2014 
 
11th Mediterranean meeting on Hypertension and 
Atherosclerosis 
13-16 March, 2014 
Antalya, Turkey 
 
5˚ Encontro Latino Americano de Cardiologia 
28 March 2014 
Washington-DC, USA 
 
ACC.14  
29-31 March, 2014 
Washington DC, USA 
 

SOLACI-CACI 2014 
23-25 April 2014 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
 
Arteriosclerosis, Thrombosis and Vascular Biology 2014 
Scientific Sessions 
1-3 May, 2014 
Toronto, Canada 
 
World Congress of Cardiology Scientific Sessions 2014 
4-7 May, 2014 
Melbourne, Australia 
 

http://www.world-heart-federation.org/congress-and-events/world-congress-of-cardiology-scientific-sessions-2014/scientific-programme/
http://www.escardio.org/congresses/esc-2014/scientific-sessions/Pages/joint-sessions.aspx
http://www.medhyp.org/
http://www.medhyp.org/
http://www.fm.usp.br/cardiologia
http://accscientificsession.cardiosource.org/ACC.aspx
http://solacicongress.org/
http://my.americanheart.org/professional/Sessions/ATVB/ATVB_UCM_316902_SubHomePage.jsp
http://my.americanheart.org/professional/Sessions/ATVB/ATVB_UCM_316902_SubHomePage.jsp
http://www.worldheart.org/wcc2014


EuroPRevent 2014 
8- 10 May, 2014 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 
Heart Failure 2014 
17-20 May, 2014 
Athens, Greece 
 
82nd Congress of the European Atherosclerosis Society 
(EAS 2014) 
31 May-3 June, 2014 
Madrid, Spain 
 
8th Cuban Congress on Cardiology 
3-6 June, 2014 
Havana, Cuba 
 
2nd Global Cardiovascular Forum 
4-6 June, 2014 
St Petersburg, Russia 
 
CardioAlex 2014 
10-13 June, 2014 
Alexandria, Egypt 
 
Hypertension Athens 2014 
13-16 June, 2014 
Athens, Greece 
 
ESC Congress 2014 
30 August -3 September, 2014 
Barcelona, Spain 
 
American Heart Association- Scientific Sessions 2014 
15-19 November, 2014 
Chicago, USA 
 
19th Annual Scientific Meeting of ISCP in conjunction 
with Australian Atherosclerosis Society High Blood 
Pressure Research Council of Australia 
26-28 November, 2014 
Adelaide, Australia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To unsubscribe to the Newsletters please notify: 
Lisa Demos at lisa.demos@monash.edu or Begoña Lugg the ISCP Administration Officer at begonalugg@gmail.com                          

or fax: +44 (0)20 8725 3416 

ISCP                                                                                                                                                              www.iscpcardio.org/  

http://www.escardio.org/congresses/europrevent-2014/Pages/welcome.aspx?hit=wca
http://www.escardio.org/congresses/heart-failure-2014/Pages/welcome.aspx?hit=wca
http://eas.kenes.com/
http://eas.kenes.com/
http://www.cardiologiacuba.com/
http://www.eventime-group.com/newsletter/cardiovascular-forum/2014/index.html
http://cardio-alex.com/
http://www.hypertension2014.org/
http://www.escardio.org/congresses/esc-2014/Pages/welcome.aspx?hit=adwords&gclid=CNn0_KrX9LoCFQHlpAodQDYA8g
http://www.scientificsessions.org/
http://www.iscp2014.com/
mailto:lisa.demos@monash.edu
mailto:begonalugg@gmail.com
http://www.iscpcardio.org/

